CHRISTMAS  IS COMING – DON’T LET THE BURGLARS GET FAT AT YOUR EXPENSE
With the approach of the silly season just remember the following and stay safe:

AT HOME
1. As soon as the evenings draw in and you have to put the lights on close the curtains in your downstairs rooms before doing so.   This stops people walking past and inspecting what goodies you have purchased and placed around your tree.

2. If you buy large gift items don’t put the packaging on view in the street as this is almost like advertising ‘it’s here come and get it’.

3. Good outside lighting can deter a thief so if you haven’t got outside lights fit them for this coming Winter

4. NEVER leave keys in an outside hiding place, you may be sure the thieves know where to look.

5. If you are going away let a trusted neighbour know and tell them when you will be back.  Also, if possible, leave them a contact number of relative or friend in case there is any bother.  Also use timer switches on lights and radios so that the house seems occupied.

OUT AND ABOUT
6. When you are out and about carry a personal safety alarm and keep your house keys in your pocket so that if a mugger gets your bag he doesn’t get your house keys.

7. Stay away from dark alleys when walking back to your car or walking home

8. If you phone a taxi let him/her call your name – don’t volunteer it

9. Tell family or friends where you are going and when you expect to return

10. Stay away from isolated bus stops

11. NEVER hire a mini cab in the street

12. If on a bus try to sit as close to the driver as possible and when on a train get into a compartment where there are other people and check to see where the emergency chain is

13. NEVER give strangers a lift if your car if you are alone no matter how friendly they seem

14. When walking back to your car walk towards the traffic with car keys in your hand

15. When parking your car try to put it under a street light or in a well lit area
16. Cover up any expensive looking jewellery and if you have an expensive phone don’t use it whilst walking along the street

17. Try not to use cash machines when alone

18. When in your car you feel threatened make as much noise as possible, use your horn, lights and mobile phone to summon help.

BE SENSIBLE AND HAVE A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS.
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