Hertsmere Borough Watch

Minutes Elstree Association Social Meeting

Allum Hall : Wednesday 24 March 2010

Present:
Angela Saunders                   
Chairman Borough Watch

Derrick Sweeney              
Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer

Valerie Kane


Community Safety Officer, CDRP

Sgt Kate Chalmers

Police Neighbourhood Team

NHW Committee Members

Plus approximately 90 NHW coordinators and members  

WELCOME

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the members attending. Councillors who had been invited were unable to attend due to previous commitments. Wendy and Michael Appell have resigned from the Committee.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Angela Thomson (committee member} 

ACCOUNTS

We presently hold £2,613 plus £1,637 of security equipments at cost price  We used £145 of our money to put up outdoor NHW signs.  However, in future, these will be done by the Community Payback Scheme who make use of people serving community service sentences and, therefore, there will be no cost to us.  We will receive our funding in future via the CDRP.  The Chairman asked to be informed of anyone in the community who needed equipment etc free of charge (such as the elderly and vulnerable in the area).

NEW SECURITY EQUIPMENT

The Chairman displayed the new equipment available. These included “fake” television lights (£22), a remote car alarm (£15) and a redesigned bag to carry money etc under a coat/sweater (£1.50).  She also personally recommended a reliable handyman who had been CRB checked and who she, herself, had used and who had been recommended by a very reliable coordinator living in Shenley.
SGT KATE CHALMERS

The four wards covered by the Elstree/Borhamwood area are Elstree, Cowley Hill, Hillside, Brook Meadow and Kenilworth.  She stressed how important the support of the NHW was and to continue to let the police know of anything they see and may be suspicious.  She informed the audience that it has been a busy year and that crime is down on last year. 

Kate Chalmers then introduced her team and they in turn told the audience what problems they were dealing with in their specific areas and the successes they had and what they were doing to deal with future problems.

There were several questions from the floor most of which concerned dealing with speeding traffic and how to deal with this problem.  The police have used a scheme where they go to a primary school to talk to the pupils about speeding cars and then together with the children confront the drivers and hope this helps the speeding drivers to see the error of their ways.  Another question concerned dangerous dogs and the advice given was to contact the local dog warden who would then liaise with the police.

Residents were also reminded that the non-emergency number was 0845 3300222.  It was also pointed out that the Council can be contacted through OWL – Fix My Street.

VALERIE KANE 

Valerie Kane, Community Safety Officer for the CDRP, gave an interesting and informative talk about the group – how they are structured and the work that they do.  They work as a group with many other agencies in order to create a safer community.  The NHW is also expanding into several different areas such as Care Watch, Dog Watch, Off Watch and Horse Watch.  A review of the work done by the CDRP is produced at the end of each year.

The next CRG meeting is on the 4 May at 6.30 p.m. at the Civic Offices and these meetings are open to the public who are welcome to attend.

DERRICK SWEENEY

Derrick gave out the following information on NHW coverage: 

Elstree: 73 roads – 33 of which are covered (+4)

Brook Meadow: 74 roads – 32 of which are covered (+15)

Cowley Hill: 77 roads – 44 of which are covered (+2

Hillside: 79 roads – 35 of which are covered (+1)

Kenilworth: 79 roads – 35 of which are covers (+4)

179 roads are now covered and co-ordinators number 516.  

OWL

Derrick would like coordinators to use OWL to the full and encourage their residents to do so as well.  He and the Chairman have produced a leaflet on how to use the OWL system – copies of which he had for distribution. He also stressed that we should not depend solely on OWL for information but should also keep in contact with our neighbours in order to know what is going on in our community.  He thanked Sgt Kate Chalmers and her team for their efforts in making Hertsmere achieve the lowest crime rate in Hertfordshire.

AOB

It was brought to the attention of the meeting ,by a coordinator, that Angela Saunders our Chairman has received the Dave Rankin Award for her dedication to NHW.

VOTE OF THANKS

Dennis Sandor gave a vote of thanks to Sgt Kate Chalmers and her team for informing us of their work for the community and to Valerie Kane for her interesting presentation.   He also thanked Derrick Sweeney and informed us that from his wide experience, Derrick is the best Watch Liaison Officer in Hertfordshire. He also thanked Angela Saunders for all her hard work and dedication and organisation.

The meeting was brought to a close at 8.45 p.m.   The raffle was drawn and refreshments served.   Security equipment was on sale.

