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Hertsmere Borough Watch

Minutes Bushey Association Social Meeting

Queens School, Bushey 29.04.10
Present:
Angela Saunders                   
Chairman Borough Watch

Derrick Sweeney              
Neighbourhood Watch Liaison Officer

PC Matt Fulller
Neighbourhood Police Team

Sue Taylor
Youth Crime Reduction Officer

Borough Watch Committee Members:

Dennis Sandor
Vice Chairman

Richard Jarvis
Committee Member 

Ian Smith
Committee Member

Rodney Saunders
Treasurer

Andrea Sherriff
Secretary

Peter Sherriff
Committee Member

Plus 50 NHW Members  

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Angela Thomson, Jo and Geoff Kay plus local councillors

WELCOME

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45 p.m.  Angela thanked Councillor Anita Gamble for attending and apologised that the police had not yet arrived.  She began by demonstrating both new and existing security equipment and then gave a résumé of her duties as Chairman of the Borough Watch and those of the committee.  She gave special mention to Richard Jarvis and his work showing DVDs on distraction burglary, rogue traders and pickpockets to various groups and asked if any of those attending would like to recommend any groups they knew would like him to visit.  

ACCOUNTS

At the end of February we have approximately  £2.613 in the bank, plus stock of security equipment of £1,600. There is no longer funding for sign fixing but this is to be done in future by the Pay Back Scheme run by the Probation Service using people on community service orders.  The Borough Council have confirmed our funding for this year.

DERRICK SWEENEY

Derrick apologised for the lack of police presence and presented the following update NHW coverage:

Bushey North : 53 roads – 28 of which are covered (53%)

Bushey St James : 76 roads – 54 of which are covered (71%)

Bushey Park : 55 roads – 29 of which are covered (53%)

Bushey Heath: 115 roads – 60 of which are covered (53%)

He would ideally like to increase the number of roads covered ( Potters Bar currently have 85% coverage.

OWL

Derrick would like all coordinators to use OWL to the full as it has many useful features such as Fix My Street (by which means you can contact the council about any relevant problems) plus numerous other features.   The Chairman and he have drawn up a one page information sheet to help those who have yet to use the system.  Once on the web page if anyone has lost or forgotten their password another can be supplied.   He stressed, if possible, that coordinators should get as many of their residents to add their email addresses to the list as this would facilitate their getting current information directly.  The system can accommodate up to 200,000 entries.  He will supply a template for residents to add their information so that they can confirm their agreement to have their data added (in accordance with the Data Protection Act).  He will talk through problems with anyone who is unsure of how to use the system.

He congratulated Richard Jarvis who has been nominated to receive a Police Award for his work showing 
DVDs about distraction burglary etc to interested groups in the area and also his work as Area and Ward coordinator for Cowley Hill.
Questions from the Floor:

Mike Gilchrist from Clay Lane asked about how to deal with residents who did not want to give out their email address.  Derrick told him that only the coordinator and the central administration would be able to access this information.   A member of the audience pointed out that it is possible to get a free email address through Yahoo/Hotmail if they wanted a separate address just for OWL.

SUE TAYLOR : Youth Crime Reduction Officer

Sue Taylor gave an interesting and informative talk concerning her role.  She works in Bushey in conjunction with PCSO Sue Lowther who has special training for this position and has knowledge of the children in the area.    They work with young people in and outside school and also with the parents and with the school authorities, especially where schools have failed to resolve a problem.  They believe that restorative justice usually works better then involving criminal action although this will be taken if necessary.  Lessons are devised to bring attention to child exploitation such as internet grooming etc.   Another scheme is organised so that young people do not go out on Halloween “trick or treating” giving them other things to do, such as organising a disco for the night.  Day trips and treats are arranged to improve self-confidence and keep them away from peer pressure especially with those vulnerable to drink and drugs.  These trips have in the past included visits to the London Dungeons, Go Ape, Top Golf Watford, Thorpe Park etc. and she asked for any ideas from the audience for future outings.   Sue Taylor is leaving the position after five years in the job as she is moving to Stevenage.

PC MATT FULLER : Ward Coordinator for Bushey North and Bushey St James
Matt informed the audience that there has been a 20% drop in crime in the area helped by good arrests in respect of theft and cars broken into (there are a number of car parks near the main road).  Intelligence from NHW has helped.   The police have  new hand held units for number plate recognition to detect uninsured vehicles and vehicles involved in crime.   Some of the local police have been issued with mountain bikes and these are proving very successful.   Public meetings are held on a monthly basis in such areas as the Bushey Grove Leisure Centre and the mobile police station has neen sighted at Costco.  They have worked in conjunction with Halfords to fit anti-theft screws to car number plates and security coding for bikes, on which they also carry out safety checks.

Questions from the Floor:
A question concerning how many arrests there have been of people driving while using mobile phones.  If caught, they are issued with a £60 fine and 3 points on their licence.   There is currently a pilot programme run in conjunction with the local primary schools where the Police go to a primary school to talk to the pupils about speeding cars and then together with the children confront the drivers in question with the hope that this will help them to see the error of their ways.  It was also felt that the public (especially mothers collecting from school) needed to be educated about this.

There was a question as to whether police numbers were to be reduced due to pressure to reduce expenditure.  No-one had any knowledge that this was to occur.  Resources over the Hertfordshire area have been pooled and this saves money – specifically with regard to a new large custody suite in Hatfield which is now in use.
There was a discussion about neighbours where a crime had been committed being asked if they had seen anything suspicious.  This is done in relevant cases.

AOB

There was none.

VOTE OF THANKS

Dennis Sandor gave a vote of thanks to PC Matt Fuller for coming to give the audience the information about the Bushey area.   He also thanked Sue Taylor for her hard work and wished her good luck in her new job, Derrick Sweeney for expanding NHW in Bushey and Angela Saunders for all her hard work and helpful ideas and providing the security equipment (the area in Hertfordshire to do so).  He then thanked the coordinators for attending the meeting and providing a valuable contact between the police and the public.

There is a Community Safety Partnership meeting at Queens School on 11 May at 7.00p.m.

The meeting was brought to a close at 9.15 p.m.   The raffle was drawn and refreshments served.   Security equipment was on sale.

