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RADLETT CRIME REDUCTION GROUP MEETING

MONDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2010 

6PM AT THE RADLETT CENTRE, RADLETT

Attendees:

	Loran Kingston (Minutes)
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Valerie Kane
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Amy Jeffrey
	Hertfordshire Constabulary 

	Angela Thomson
	Neighbourhood Watch 

	Mic Baker
	British Transport Police

	Luke Spore
	British Transport Police

	Dennis Sandor
	Neighbourhood Watch

	Chief Inspector Sue Jameson
	Hertfordshire Constabulary

	David Grossman
	Neighbourhood Watch

	Brenda Griffiths
	Police Authority

	Rosamund Gray
	Radlett & Aldenham Good Neighbours and Radlett Society

	Sue Dickson
	Resident

	Sergeant Kate Chalmers
	Hertfordshire Constabulary

	PC Phil Tuck
	Hertfordshire Constabulary

	Councillor Dan Griffin (Chairman)
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Derrick Sweeney
	Hertfordshire Constabulary 

	Councillor John Donne 
	Hertsmere Borough Council


1. Welcomes and apologies

The Chairman welcomed all those present to the meeting. Apologies had been received from Councillor Caroline Clapper – Hertfordshire County Council and Councillor Estelle Samuelson – Aldenham Parish Council. 

At the request of the Chairman all those present introduced themselves. 

2. Actions and updates from the previous meeting 
Money has been allocated from the Ward Initiative Improvement Scheme (WIIS) to hire a company to cut back the bushes and clear Rendlesham Ave. Hertsmere Borough Council have approved the application and it has been passed to Hertfordshire County Council to get the work to be done. 

It was suggested that Community Payback could be tasked with keeping the area clean in the future. 

Peter Cargill was not present at the meeting to give an update. 

PC Phil Tuck informed the group that he is in the process of trying to get in touch with Tesco’s area manager, to establish what delivery policies, if any, are in place. 

3. Minutes and matters arising from the previous meeting

There were no matters arising. 

4. Local issues

Inconsiderate parking outside of Tesco’s 

Councillor John Donne told the group that he has had a residents meeting in the past to discuss the issues with Tesco’s delivery drivers. 

There were no conditions to use the service road on the planning application.

Hertsmere Borough Council’s Controlled Parking Zones (CPZ) monitor the parking situation outside Tesco’s on a daily basis. Tesco’s do their deliveries before 7am in the morning, however agents that deliver to the store don’t specify a time for delivering. CPZ give the delivery drivers 10 minutes to complete the deliveries. 

Residents were asked at the meeting that was held before Christmas to forward any ideas of how to tackle this issue to Councillor John Donne, to date none have been received.

Brenda Griffiths advised the group that the new security manager, Dave Norman based at Tesco’s in Potters Bar seemed interested in resolving local issues. 

ACTION: Loran Kingston to send Dave Norman’s contact details to PC Phil Tuck and Councillor John Donne.   

The group discussed at length the issues with the deliver drivers not using the service roads and parking in the bus stop. 

ACTION: Councillor Dan Griffin to write to Councillor John Donne, regarding Tesco’s delivery vehicles. This will then be put on the agenda of the next Joint Highways Panel meeting, which will be held on 27 April 2010 at 5pm at the Civic Offices, Borehamwood.     

ACTION: Councillor John Donne to find out if an application has been made to Hertsmere Borough Council to have a loading bay outside Tesco’s, Watling Street. 

The Chairman thanked Councillor John Donne for attending the meeting and giving an update to the group. 

5. Hertfordshire Constabulary update 

Mic Baker a British Transport Police (BTP) officer gave an update to the group. 

BTP covers the train lines and car parks between Kingscross/St Pancras to Bedford. There are two teams that cover this line; one is a uniformed team and the other is a plain clothed team. 

BTP officers have been made aware that there is a possibility that drugs are being used and dealt in the Radlett train station car par. 

Members of the group were urged to report suspicious incidents to the police via: 

· Hertfordshire Constabulary’s non emergency number - 0845 33 00 222

· In an emergency - 999

· To speak to PC Baker or PC Spore - 020 7922 9095

Sergeant Kate Chalmers asked members of the group to pass information onto PC Phil Tuck, PCSO Ian Boyd or Rob McWilliams and they would liaise with the BTP officers.

Chief Inspector Sue Jameson told the group how important it was to gather intelligence and to ensure any information is passed onto the local officers. This will enable the BTP officers to decide how to deal with the issue. Times, dates, locations and any descriptions should be passed on to the police.

PC Phil Tuck told the group that he checks the car park on a regular basis, especially when there are vehicles parked up with occupants inside. Over recent months there has been no evidence of drugs being used or dealt in the car park. 

The Chairman thanked the BTP officers for attending the meeting.

Local crime statistics 

Sergeant Kate Chalmers told the group that additional resources have been sought to focus on Operation Big, which tackles the spike in burglaries during January. 

PC Phil Tuck talked through the crime statistics. Please see attached. 

Burglary is down 30.6% and work continues to be done to prevent and reduce burglaries in Radlett.  

There have been three more serious violent crimes than last year, two of these were domestic related and one was a drunken brawl. On all three occasions arrests were made and the offenders were dealt with. 

Ward co-ordinators update 

PC Phil Tuck gave an update to the group. 

Ward priorities: 

· Nuisance youths in the Phillimore Place area - lots of work has been done with the young people involved and the ASB figures at the next meeting should reflect this. This priority has been dealt with and the group were asked to consider another priority to tackle. The issue with the Tesco’s delivery vehicles was suggested. 

· Burglary reductions – the group agreed to have this as an ongoing priority. 

· Nuisance youths outside Tesco’s – this has subsided as the young people involved in the ASB in Phillimore Place have been dealt with. Youth Connexions have been in Radlett, but the young people involved in the ASB have chosen not to take part. This priority has been dealt with and the group were asked to consider a new priority to replace the existing one.

The group discussed the perception and the fear of crime in Radlett. 

Rosamund Gray advised the group that the Radlett Society does not oppose to gates on planning applications now, as so many properties already have them. She felt that gated properties exacerbates the fear of crime. 

The Chairman echoed Rosamund Gray’s comments. 

Angela Thomson asked the group on behalf of a resident if there was anywhere that young people could go to just hang out.

The Chairman reminded the group that the community space would provide a location for that and for people of all ages. The parish council are looking at the youth provision in Radlett and are also installing a concrete all weather, vandal proof table tennis table.   

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) update

Amy Jeffrey gave an update to the group. 

There were 72 incidents of ASB between 1 December 2009 and 31 January 2010, which is an increase of 27 when compared to the same period in 2008. Several of the incidents were related to the bad weather, where vehicles were abandoned in the snow and young people were involved in throwing snowballs at each other. 

ACTION: Amy Jeffrey to only report the number of actual ASB incidents at future meetings.

Phillimore Place was a hot spot for youth related ASB. Lots of work has been done with the young people, their parents and the housing associations. The young people are now aware of the consequences, should they continue to act in an anti-social manner. 

During the Halloween period 28 October – 1 November 2009 there was a 16% decrease in ASB incidents across the whole of Hertsmere. In Aldenham East there were no ASB incidents and in Aldenham West there was one. There were no incidents of egging and criminal damage and there were four incidents of firework related disorder between 28 October and 6 November 2009. 

Sue Dickson informed the group that she was egged on Halloween and reported it to a PSCO that was out on patrol, but this was not reflected in the report given. 

Amy Jeffrey explained that she reports the number of incidents that are logged at the Force Contact Centre via the emergency or non emergency number. 

Neighbourhood Watch update 

Derrick Sweeney gave an update to the group. 

	Wards
	Number of roads
	Roads covered by NHW
	% of roads covered

	Aldenham West
	81
	45
	56%

	Aldenham East
	64
	51
	80%


The Aldenham East ward has the second highest NHW coverage in Hertsmere. 

During December several new roads were launched and the co-ordinators are actively trying to get all the residents using the OWL system. 

Although it is hard to launch NHW in rural areas it is hoped that the number of watches will increase during the coming year. 

Around Radlett   

The group discussed Around Radlett and agreed that Angela Thomson would write and co-ordinate the next article for the publication, with the help and guidance of Brenda Griffiths. 

6. Police Authority update  

Brenda Griffiths gave an update to the group. 

The consultation on the Policing Plan is underway and there has been a countywide survey to establish the local issues.  

Responses from the survey showed that the 999 response is still the most important policing priority (97%) followed closely by neighbourhood policing (91%). 

78% of those surveyed said they would pay more than the cost of inflation rise (1.5% - 4p a week for a Band D property) for the policing precept of their council tax. This needs to be seen in the context of government capping and that the local borough council and county council are proposing to have a 0% increase in their element of the council tax. 

Suggested ‘new’ priorities that were identified, including anti-social motoring will be included in the Police Plan 2010/2011.    

The Police Authority will agree its policing Plan Priorities and the 2010/2011 budget on Tuesday 23 February 2010. 

The group were informed that the Safer Neighbourhood Awards nomination forms are now available. The catorgories are: 

· Neighbourhood Police Officer of the Year Award

· Police Community Support Officer of the Year Award 

· Community Safety Citizen’s Award 

· Neighboruhood Policing Team of the Year Award

Members of the group were encouraged to submit nominations. Finalist from each CDRP in Hertfordshire will attend an awards ceromony.

Nomination forms are available on the Police Authority’s website: www.hertspa.org. 

If you have any problems, please contact Emily Anderson by calling 01992 555628 or email emily.anderson.hpa@herts.pnn.police.uk 

The closing date for all nominations is Friday 5 March 2010. 

7. Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue Service 

Peter Cargill was not present at the meeting to give an update. Please see update provided below (1 April 2009 – January 2010): 

	Ward
	Road traffic Collision (RTC)
	Deliberate
	Accidental

	
	
	Primary
	Secondary
	Vehicle
	Primary
	Secondary
	Vehicle 

	Aldenham West
	4
	0
	2
	2
	6
	1
	0

	Aldenham East
	3
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3
	0


8. Crime Disorder Reduction Partnership update

Valerie Kane advised the group that there was £300 left in the budget, which needs to be spent before the end of the financial year. The group were asked for ideas on initiatives that could be funded by the CRG. Ideas should be sent to Valerie Kane at Valerie.kane@hertsmere.gov.uk or call 020 8207 7801. 

ACTION: Valerie Kane to contact Councillor Estelle Samuelson to establish if the £300 will be spent on youth activities. 

The group agreed it would be good to plan ahead and think of initiatives for next years budget.

Copies of the partnership update were tabled. Please see attached. 

Dennis Sandor told the group that Neighbourhood Watch would welcome any of the unspent budget. 

9. Any other business

Sue Dickson raised the lighting issues in Rendlesham Ave and wanted to know what could be done to improve it.  

The Chairman asked Sue Dickson to be patient and to wait and see how the lighting is after the area has been cleared.  

ACTION: Valerie Kane to chase Hertfordshire County Council for an update on the lighting.

10. Date of the next meeting

The date of the next meeting is Monday 10 May 2010 at 6pm at the Radlett Centre. 

 The Chairman thanked all those present for attending the meeting. 
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