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BUSHEY CRIME REDUCTION GROUP MEETING

WEDNESDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2010

7PM AT QUEENS’ SCHOOL, BUSHEY 

Attendees: 

	Loran Kingston (Minutes)
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Valerie Kane
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Councillor Anita Gamble (Chair)
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Sergeant Dave Simkin
	Hertfordshire Constabulary

	Chris Hewett
	Watford Observer

	Kevin Fenton
	Neighbourhood Watch

	PC Gerard Handscombe
	Hertfordshire Constabulary 

	Nora Walker
	Resident 

	Christopher Pittuck
	Resident

	Nita Derrick
	Resident

	Chris West
	Resident

	Pat Whelan
	Resident

	Ann Hodgins
	Resident

	Freda Stephens
	Resident

	Amy Jeffrey
	Hertfordshire Constabulary

	Brenda Griffiths
	Hertfordshire Police Authority

	Councillor Brenda Batten
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Councillor Lynne Hodgson 
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Gerry McCormick 
	Resident

	Spencer Bell
	Resident

	Councillor Steve O’Brien
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Jane West
	Resident

	Sharon Savage
	Aldwyck Housing Association 

	Robert Gamble
	Resident

	Derrick Sweeney
	Hertfordshire Constabulary 

	Julie Hannah
	Hertfordshire Constabulary 

	Malcolm Hunt
	Queens’ School

	Katherine Fitzpatrick
	Youth Connexions 

	Gavar Nathoo
	Resident


Apologies: 

	Roy Hotchkiss
	Bushey & Oxhey Churches Together

	Sue Hardy
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Sarah Purser
	Neighbourhood Watch

	Councillor Roger Kutchinsky
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Taff Thomas
	Resident

	Chief Inspector Sue Jameson
	Hertfordshire Constabulary

	Doreen O’Connor
	Resident

	Councillor Linda Silver
	Hertsmere Borough Council


1. Welcomes and apologies

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and all those present introduced themselves. 

2. Actions and updates from previous minutes

The group were updated with the following actions:

· Brenda Griffiths is present to give a Police Authority update.

· Amy Jeffrey is present to give the Halloween ASB update.

· Councillor Brenda Batten is present to give an update on the Rolling Base. 

· Angela Saunders has invoiced Valerie Kane for the erection of NHW signs.

· Sergeant Simkin has invoiced Valerie Kane for the specials conference.

· Loran Kingston is in discussions with CPS to have a champion attend the main CDRP meeting. 

3. Minutes and matters arising from the previous meeting

It was noted that the system that Cambridgeshire police use is E-Cops.

The minutes were agreed. 

4. Hertfordshire Constabulary update

Local crime statistics 
Sergeant Simkin advised the group that crime was falling month on month and year by year. He talked the group through the local noteworthy performance. Please see attached. 

All crime is down in Bushey, except robbery and theft from person. 

A robbery is when a person has property taken from them and there is a threat of violence. Theft from a person is when the victim is not aware that the property has been taken from them. Both these offences have increased throughout Hertfordshire. 

The group were advised to be more vigilant with their personal property. 

The neighbourhood team have been marking property at the mobile police station surgeries. 

Officers have been out engaging with their local communities to establish what the local concerns and priorities are. 

Copies of the Watford Observer’s Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) operation article were tabled. Please see attached.   

It was noted that the assaults in Bushey North are always higher than the other wards and are normally domestic related. 

The ANPR equipment has almost definitely contributed to the 21% decrease in crime in Bushey. It is used daily and has had over 80,000 hits on vehicles and 20 arrests have been made as a result. 

A resident mentioned the need to improve the traffic issues to prevent accidents from happening. It was also suggested that supermarkets could do more to prevent the number of thefts from person, whilst shopping in their stores. 

Ward co-ordinators update     

PC Handscombe gave an update to the group. 

Officers have been asking residents to complete community safety surveys; so far 121 have been completed. 

These are the top three priorities for Bushey based on the survey:

· ASB 29%

· Speeding 23%

· Various road issues 17%

Whilst residents have highlighted ASB as a local priority it was noted that Bushey has the lowest number of reported ASB incidents. 

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) update   

Amy Jeffrey gave an update to the group. 

There have been 103 ASB incidents during December 2009. Only 13 of these incidents were youth related. Please see the incident types below: 

	Incident type
	Number of incidents

	Rowdy/nuisance
	40

	Vehicle nuisance/inappropriate vehicle use
	9

	Noise
	7

	Abandoned vehicles
	6

	Animal problems
	5


The two hotspot wards during this period were Bushey St James/Park, along the High Street and Bushey North, around Highwood Ave and Bushey Mill Lane. 

Merry Hill Road and the High Street had the highest number of ASB incidents during this period.  

During January 2010 there were 58 incidents of ASB. 34 were reports of rowdy/nuisance behaviour, 10 incidents of inappropriate use of motor vehicles and 4 reports of abandoned vehicles. Despite the snowballing incidents there was a decrease of 20 incidents, compared to January 2009. 

During the Halloween period – 28 October – 1 November 2009 reports of ASB decreased by 16% and there were seven fewer incidents compared to the same period in 2008 across the whole of Hertsmere. 

On Halloween there were six ASB incidents in the whole of Bushey, this is a reduction of four incidents compared to 2008. The hot ward was Bushey Heath, with three ASB incidents. Only one of these incidents was youth related. 

Bushey St James was the hot ward in Hertsmere for the Halloween period, with six offences, which is an increase of four when compared to 2008. There was an increase of three fireworks offences and there were no incidents of egging or violent crime. 

Several activities were run during the Halloween period, these included a pool party, a trip to Thorpe Park, Library stories and Queens’ School drama students produced and directed a play about Halloween and fireworks. The plays were shown to other pupils to help educate them about the dangers at this time of year. 

The group were advised that there is ASB occurring daily, near the newsagents on Bushey Mill Lane between 6-7pm.

Councillor Batten praised Amy Jeffrey for all the hard work that has been done with and for the young people.

Neighbourhood Watch update

Derrick Sweeney gave an update to the group. 

	Ward
	Number of roads
	Roads covered by NHW
	%

	Bushey North
	53
	28
	53%

	Bushey St James
	76
	49
	64%

	Bushey Park
	55
	25
	45%

	Bushey Heath
	115
	60
	52%


Several new NHW’s are waiting to be launched and new roads have been leafleted in the hope to launch new watches in the future.

Gavar Nathoo informed the group that his road had been leafleted and he has decided to be the co-ordinator for his road if NHW is launched. 

The Off Watch initiative was launched on 2 February 2010, which is similar to NHW but for off licences.

The Chair told the group that the Off Watch launch was well attended and very successful. 

The scheme will be similar to pub watch, as off licences will be able to sign a disclosure form, which will allow them to have photos of all those who are banned from the off licenses in the scheme.

Off licences in the watch will meet regularly to discuss and share intelligence. 

The OWL system will be used to send text messages, as this seems to be the most convenient method of communication. 

It is hoped that challenge 25 will be used more proactively in Hertsmere. 

5. Police Authority update 

Brenda Griffiths gave an update to the group. 

The consultation on the Policing Plan is underway and there has been a countywide survey to establish the local issues.  

Responses from the survey showed that the 999 response is still the most important policing priority (97%) followed closely by neighbourhood policing (91%). 

78% of those surveyed said they would pay more than the cost of inflation rise (1.5% - 4p a week for a Band D property) for the policing precept of their council tax. This needs to be seen in the context of government capping and that the local borough council and county council are proposing to have a 0% increase in their element of the council tax. 

Suggested ‘new’ priorities that were identified, including ASB motoring will be included in the draft Policing Plan 2010/2011.    

The Police Authority will agree its Policing Plan Priorities and the 2010/2011 budget on Tuesday 23 February 2010. 

The group were informed that the Safer Neighbourhood Awards nomination forms are now available. The catorgories are: 

· Neighbourhood Police Officer of the Year Award

· Police Community Support Officer of the Year Award 

· Community Safety Citizen’s Award 

· Neighboruhood Policing Team of the Year Award

Members of the group were encouraged to submit nominations. Finalist from each CDRP in Hertfordshire will attend an awards ceromony.

Nomination forms are available on the Police Authority’s website: www.hertspa.org. 

If you have any problems, please contact Emily Anderson by calling 01992 555628 or email emily.anderson.hpa@herts.pnn.police.uk 

The closing date for all nominations is Friday 5 March 2010. 

Gerry McCormick asked if Hertfordshire would be rolling out the 20 mph speed limit as it has been suggested to do this nationally and if so who would pay for this? 

Brenda Griffiths advised the group that changing a speed limit is not that straight forward. People’s perception of a vehicle that is travelling over 30pmh is not always correct. The Constabulary will be increasing the number of tickets that are issued for speeding, as opposed to trying to slow drivers down without enforcing against those who break the law. All levels of ASB motoring needs to be dealt with proportionately and appropriately. The Police Authority will set the budget for the Chief Constable and he will have to decide how to deploy the resources to address these issues.

It was suggested that people need to be educated about speeding and wearing seatbelts, as they have been for the dangers of drink driving. 

Gerry McCormick asked if Hertfordshire officers would be using ‘Head Cams’. 

Sergeant Simkin advised the group that there are currently nine head cams in the Central area, which intervention officers are using in Hatfield. Each camera costs approximately £1,000. The officers using the head cams have reduced the amount of time they spend preparing evidence and attending court. There are no plans to issue all the officers with head cams at present. However this may be done in the future when they become more cost effective. 

6. Fire & Rescue Service update     

Peter Cargill was not present to give an update. Please see the update provided below:

Arson (deliberate fires) has increased this year to 16 fires, compared to the five deliberate fires last year. There are no patterns in these incidents and they have been spread across the four wards. 

Primary fires (these include structures, sheds, garages, houses, commercial/industrial premises and vehicle fires) have risen by 50%, compared to last year. A number of the primary fires reported were due to unsupervised cooking, which lead to the fire alarm being set, but with no serious damage caused. 

There have been eight vehicle fires, which accounts for 33% of the total and six of these have occurred on the M1 motorway.   

Road Traffic Collisions (RTC) have increased by 83% over the last year. Bushey North and Bushey Heath wards have the highest number of incidents due to the M1 motorway.   
7. Local issues 

Rolling base update 

Councillor Batten advised the group that the Rolling Base has been in Bushey 15 times between April and November 2009. It has been at several locations, including Moatfield recreational ground, Highwood School, Bushey Grove Centre and Harcourt Road. During these visits 276 young people have utilised the facilities on the Rolling Base, which include computers, make up, arts and craft and learning how to DJ. 

The Rolling Base is put into areas to target where there are gaps in the youth provision. The Rolling Base is only available to use in Hertsmere on a Tuesday. 

ACTION: Councillor Batten to request that the Rolling Base visits King George recreational ground in the future. 

North Bushey Neighbourhood Panel update 

Spencer Bell gave an update to the group. 

The panel were unable to get an update from the police on the last priorities, as Sergeant Simkin was unable to attend the last meeting. However this will be done at a future meeting. 

The panel have set three new priorities. These are: 

· The Otter public house. It is a derelict building and is continually being damaged.  

· ASB at the shops on Bushey Mill Lane. This is happening daily between 6-7pm.

· The scout hut and playground off Park Ave. Horse owners have broken the gates and are trespassing with their horses. Young children are now not allowed to play in the playground. 

The North Bushey Bugle has been sent to a number of publications in the hope that they will use and promote the panel’s work. 

Sergeant Simkin advised the group that his officers have been working with the site owner of the Otter public house and informing them when damage has occurred. The site owner has been refused planning permission for this site. This also means that demolition of the building has been refused, as it is part of the planning application. The officers have been trying to encourage the site owner to get a perimeter fence around the property to reduce the amounts of damage that is being caused.

Councillor Batten told the group that the planning application had been refused due to the parking arrangements.

Councillor O’Brien informed the group that there has not been another planning application submitted.

The group were concerned with the overall state of the Otter and wanted to know if Environmental Health had any powers to deal with premises like this. 

ACTION: The group would like an Environmental Health Officer and the site owner to be invited to the next meeting. 

Update: Gavin Burns has provided the following update. The site was visited on Wednesday 10 February 2010 and the car park was clear, although there was some rubbish at the rear of the property and some broken glass. Environmental Health will not be taking any action at this point. 

Update: PC Ruth Cash has spoken to the Land Director and he gave the following update: the first planning application was refused and he is currently going through the appeal process. A second revised planning application for four houses and 10 flats has been submitted.

When planning consent is gained the building will be demolished. It is unlikely that it will be demolished before planning permission is granted. 

They will be looking into further security for the site.   

The group discussed the playground that is not being utilised, due to the broken gates and trespassers. Sergeant Simkin informed the group that this has been reported to the police and an officer is investigating it. Establishing what new damage has been caused is difficult. 

There is a procedure in place to deal with horses that have been seized by police officers. When a horse is seized it is taken to a livery stables to be looked after. If the owner is identified they will have to pay the livery cost before they can get their horse back. If the owner does not come forward, the police will sell the horse to recover the costs that have been incurred. This may reduce the number of horses that are left on either common or private land. 

Councillor Hodgson told the group that a high fence has been erected around the field on Water Lane, where horses have previously been neglected. 

Sergeant Simkin advised the group that the police are aware of the planning application that had been received from Veolia, to re develop the Three Valleys Water site. He explained to the group that the Constabulary’s architectural liaison team will be making their comments on the proposed planning application. 

ACTION: Councillor Batten to discuss the fence issue at the playground with Dave Smith at Hertsmere Borough Council.   

8. Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership update 

Valerie Kane gave the group an update. 

Each CRG have a £1000 budget to spend on addressing local crime and disorder issues. There is currently £430 remaining to spend before the end of the financial year. 

Sergeant Simkin informed the group that the specials conference that the CRG funded was extremely successful. The Hilton Hotel did not charge for the hire and the Toby Carvery subsidised the costs of the meals and therefore the cost of the conference was only £70. 

The two possible cadets scheme were mentioned, however neither of them are at the funding stage yet. 

The group were asked to send all ideas on how to spend the money to Valerie Kane at Valerie.kane@hertsmere.gov.uk or call 020 8207 7801.

Sergeant Simkin informed the group that Hertsmere’s neighbourhood teams will be getting additional speed boards. PCSO’s can use the speed boards and although the boards are only advisory, PCSO’s can gather details on the hot times and locations of vehicles that are speeding. They also send letters to drivers who were speeding to make them aware. 

Additionally, local primary schools have also been involved in educational operations using the speed boards. 

A resident suggested that money from the budget could be used to promote crime prevention in schools. 

ACTION: Valerie Kane to inform the school PCSO of this idea. 

Brenda Griffiths informed the group that the constabulary are on Face Book and Twitter. PC Ross Paybody has a blog on the constabulary’s website, detailing his experiences as a probationer to encourage young people to join.

The Chair advised the group that the ‘Pride in Hertsmere’ campaign had been launched on 1 February 2010. A £75 fixed penalty notice (FPN) can now be issued for littering in the borough and drinking alcohol in an alcohol free zone.

Gerry McCormick wanted to know what was classed as littering as there have been several incidents of fly posting. He was advised to contact Gavin Burns, who is the Principal Environmental Health Officer at Hertsmere Borough Council.  

It was noted that Hertsmere Borough Council will be dealing with the non payment of FPN’s. 

The group were encouraged to report recycling bins that are full to the council and to report fly tipping to Environmental Health. 

9. Any other business

A resident informed the group that a vehicle had crashed through her front garden fence, for the second time. She explained how uneasy this was making her feel and wanted to know what could be done to prevent this from happening again. 

ACTION: Councillor O’Brien to discuss this with the resident and inform Hertfordshire Highways. 

The group were urged to report incidents of vehicles driving in an anti-social manner to the police as and when it happens. Getting the vehicles index and a description of the driver will help officers to deal with the drivers at a later date if necessary. People identified driving in an anti-social manner could have their vehicles seized under the section 59 of the police reform act. 

Councillor Hodgson advised the group that councillors still have their Ward Improvement Initiative Scheme (WISS) funding available and this needs to be spent before the end of the financial year. 

The Chair told the group that a resident had reported parking issues at Queens’ School. The group discussed this issue at length. 

ACTION: Sergeant Simkin will task the schools PCSO to address the parking issues. 

Malcolm Hunt offered to include and promote the extra parking that has been made available by The Met Club and Costco’s in the schools newsletter. 

The Chair informed the group that the owner of the fish and chip shop on Harcourt Road is experiencing lots of ASB outside of the shop. 

Sergeant Simkin told the group that several young people have been arrested for committing offences. PCSO Karen Morris is monitoring and dealing with the situation. 

Sergeant Simkin informed the group that a male was caught with an air riffle on the golf course. A PCSO detained the male, who was subsequently arrested for having a firearms in a public place. 

Gerry McCormick wanted to know who was carrying out the raids in the flats in Bushey Mill Lane. Sergeant Simkin told the group that he was not aware of who was executing these raids, but it could be one of a number of agencies. He explained to the group that if it was another police force they would not have to make Hertfordshire Constabulary aware that they are coming into the area. 

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 11 May 2010 at 7pm at Queens School Bushey.  

The Chair thanked all those present for attending the meetings. 
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