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HERTSMERE CRIME & DISORDER
REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP




Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership

Minutes

Monday 25 January 2010 at 6.30pm

      
Attendees:

	Name
	Organisation

	Jacqueline Townsend
	Resident

	Brian Gale
	Hertfordshire County Council 

	Scott Sabourin
	Aldwyck Housing Association

	Clifford Ciles
	Neighbourhood Watch 

	Adam Binnie
	Watford Observer

	Katherine Fitzpatrick
	Youth Connexions 

	Councillor Roger Kutchinsky 
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Councillor Shirley Legate
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Superintendent Sian Lockley 
	Hertfordshire Constabulary 

	Chief Inspector Sue Jameson 
	Hertfordshire Constabulary

	Kerrie Eastman
	Hertfordshire Probation Service

	Roy Hotchkiss
	Bushey & Oxhey Churches Together 

	Robert Gamble
	Resident

	John Godfrey
	Chair, Potters Bar Crime Reduction Group 

	Rebecca Handley
	Affinity Sutton 

	Angela Thomson
	Neighbourhood Watch

	Dennis Sandor
	Neighbourhood Watch

	Angela Saunders 
	Borough Watch

	Councillor Lynne Hodgson
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Councillor Ernie Butler
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Trevor Brown 
	Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue Service

	Mark Cheshire
	Hertfordshire Fire & Rescue Service

	Councillor John Donne (Chairman)
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Valerie Kane
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Loran Kingston (Minutes)
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Brenda Griffiths
	Hertfordshire Police Authority 


1. Welcomes and apologies

The Chairman welcomed all those present to the meeting and gave a special welcome to the new Chief Inspector, Sue Jameson. 

The group were informed that items 1 – 5 on the agenda were being webcast and would be available on the website for six months. 

Apologies: 

	Councillor Linda Silver
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Councillor Morris Bright
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Councillor Brenda Batten
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Chief Superintendent Julia Wortley
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Teresa Salmon
	Victim Support

	Councillor Anita Gamble 
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Celia Young 
	Neighbourhood Watch 

	Ron Symons 
	Resident

	Yvonne Bartlett
	Trading Standards

	Kevin Fenton
	Resident 

	Councillor Rosemary Gilligan
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Hilary Shade
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	Jennifer Joseph 
	Neighbourhood Watch

	Gavar Nathoo
	Neighbourhood Watch 


2. Minutes of previous meeting and matters arising (27 October 2009) 

The minutes were agreed as a true copy and there were no matters arising. 

3. Partnership Performance 

· Crime statistics 

The Chairman welcomed Sian Lockley for the last time to present the crime statistics to the group. 

Sian Lockley talked through a presentation. Please see attached. 

· Fire statistics 

Trevor Brown and Mark Cheshire talked through a presentation. Please see attached. 

· Partnership update

Valerie Kane talked through a presentation. Please see attached. 

4. Hertfordshire Police Authority update

Brenda Griffiths informed the group that Hertfordshire residents had their say on policing in a recent survey conducted by the Police Authority.   

Of the 1800 people who responded to the survey, 78% said they would pay more than the cost of inflation rise (1.5% - 4p a week for a band D property) to protect police services in the county. This needs to be seen in the context of government capping, and that the local borough council and county council are proposing to have a 0% increase in their element of the council tax. 

The Police Authority needs to establish how much of an increase residents are willing to pay due to the shortfall of the police funding. The Police Authority is currently addressing this on resident’s behalf. 

Results from the survey showed that the 999 response is still the most important policing priority for the public (97%), followed closely by neighbourhood policing (91%). 87% of residents wanted to ensure that protected services like major crime, terrorism, serious aquisitive crime, critical incidents and roads policing are maintained. Suggested ‘new’ priorities were; Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB), including ASB motoring which received strong support with 87% saying that local anti-social behaviour was a high priority and 71% want speeding issues to be dealt with.    

The Policing Plan will be launched across the county at the end of March and Hertsmere’s CDRP will be launching it locally at the next CDRP meeting, which will be held on Monday 26 April 2010. 

The group were informed that the Safer Neighbourhood Awards nomination forms are now available. The catorgories are: 

· Neighbourhood Police Officer of the Year Award

· Police Community Support Officer of the Year Award 

· Community Safety Citizen’s Award 

· Neighboruhood Policing Team of the Year Award

Members of the group were encouraged to submit nominations. Finalist from each CDRP in Hertfordshire will attend an awards ceromony.

Nomination forms are available on the Police Authority’s website: www.hertspa.org. 

If you have any problems, please contact Emily Anderson by calling 01992 555628 or email emily.anderson.hpa@herts.pnn.police.uk 

5. Community Payback – in Hertsmere 

Kerrie Eastman talked through a presentation. Please see attached. 

Tribute to Sian Lockley

The Chairman thanked Sian Lockley for her valuable contribution to Hertsmere’s Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership over the past two years on behalf of the group. 

In the time that Sian was Hertsmere’s Chief Inspector she worked tirelessly to reduce crime and the fear of crime across the borough and improve the quality of life for the residents of Hertsmere. 

Sian has worked in partnership to address local issues, such as anti-social behaviour, vehicle crime and burglaries. 

As a result of this work the following crimes have significantly been reduced: 

· Burglaries are down by 27.6%

· Motor vehicle crime is down 29.9%

· Robbery is down 23.4%

· And serious violent crime has reduced by 44% between 1 April – 22 December 2009  

As a token of appreciation Sian was presented with an award.

The Chairman also wished Sue Jameson the best of luck as Hertsmere’s new Chief Inspector.

6. Questions and Answers 

At the invitation of the Chairman, questions and answers were put and responses given as follows:

Agenda item 3a – Crime statistics

Councillor Legate told the group that residents in Potters Bar were parking their vehicles on the pavement, near to a local school. This means that young school children have to walk in the road. She was disappointed to hear that Highways didn’t attend the recent Environmental Action Day and asked what could be done to stop the vehicles parking on the pavement. 

Sue Jameson asked Councillor Legate to email more information about this issue and said she would raise it at a future meeting with new head of roads policing. Educational work can be done by the neighbourhood team and school PCSO. There maybe an option to issue tickets, but this would be a last resort. 

Councillor Butler informed the group that a local resident had told him that their dog was attacked by another dog, whilst out walking it. It was reported to the police, but the reporting person has not received an update on the crime. Councillor Butler asked what action the police would be taking in connection with this crime. 

Sue Jameson said she couldn’t comment on an individual case, without looking into it. She asked for the crime number and told the councillor that she would look into it. 

Sian Lockley told the group that Hertsmere has had the highest amount of dog seizures in the county over the last 12-18 months. It cost a phenomenal amount of money for the seized dogs to be kept in kennels.

Sue Jameson is currently undergoing a review on the dog seizure procedure.

Councillor Hodgson commended the work of the CDRP and told the group how successful it was and how much it had developed over the past years. She was however, unhappy with the amount of meetings that the constabulary were holding outside of the main CDRP and local CRG meetings. She felt there were already a number of forums for residents to air their views. She asked if this amount of meetings/surgeries would continue to be held. 

Sue Jameson told the councillor that the constabulary have received corporate guidance and she will be looking at how it will be best to deliver meetings in Hertsmere. 

Brenda Griffiths added that Hertsmere’s CDRP is successful and has good partnership working, but the CRG meetings don’t count. She told the group that the Constabulary and the Police Authority are required to implement the Policing Pledge and this requires ward officers to meet the public at ward level on a regular basis. Structures are up and running for the meeting process, but all meetings need to get the recognition they deserve. 

Roy Hotchkiss told the group that Bushey has a resident’s panel and referred to the last meetings minutes, where he encouraged these types of forums across the borough.

Councillor Legate echoed Roy Hotchkiss’s comments and told the group that the neighbourhood team in Potters Bar have a good relationship with residents and councillors in the Oakmere ward. The officers have been instrumental in helping to set up a youth centre. She thanked the neighbourhood team for introducing monthly meetings on the ward, as they allow councillors and officers to engage with the local community. 

Dennis Sandor asked if there are emergency planning procedures in place to deal with a terrorism attack, as the threat is currently high and how would residents be informed about a major incident. 

Sian Lockley explained that all Chief Inspectors are briefed at all times and are aware of any possible targets that are situated in their districts. If and when an incident happens a gold, silver and bronze commander will be appointed to ensure that the incident is dealt with. 

There are existing protocols in place and officers attend training sessions to help prepare for major incidents. In the event of a major incident the Owl system would be used to get messages to residents and information on the incident may also be broadcasted in the news channels.

Jacqueline Townsend asked what was being done to combat the speeding vehicles and ASB on the Studio Way estate as it is a continual issue and has not yet been resolved. 

The Chairman invited Jacqueline Townsend to the next Highways Joint Members Panel meeting, where this issue can be raised on Tuesday 26 January 2010 at 5pm at the Civic Offices.   

Agenda item 3b – Fire statistics 

John Godfrey, the Chair of the Potters Bar Crime Reduction Group told the group about a recent incident involving a distressed seagull. He asked the fire service why two fire engines attended the incident because the RSPCA couldn’t recue the seagull. 

Trevor Brown explained that the seagull was caught up in a fishing net across an iced lake. There are policies which state that officers are not allowed to go onto the ice. Therefore the initial fire engine attended the incident to assess the situation and then the Water Rescue team attended to ensure the rescue was done safely. All officers that were not required resumed to their duties. 

Councillor Kutchinsky asked what the difference was between primary and secondary fires.

Trevor Brown explained that a primary fire relates to a vehicle, within a building or property and where there is a substantial loss to the owner. A secondary fire could be a hedgerow or bin fire with no potential risk to life or a substantial loss. 

Robert Gamble asked if there was a reason for the increase in fires during December and asked if any of the fires were a result of electrical circuits being overloaded. 

Mark Cheshire told the group that electrical fires have reduced and the majority are cooking related and are smoke rather than fire. He urged people to be more vigilant whilst using cooking facilities.     

Councillor Lynne Hodgson wanted to clarify if Hertsmere were achieving the national targets. 

Mark Cheshire told the group that Hertsmere are doing better than the national targets. 

The Chairman told the group that they could expect to see a rise in the number of Road Traffic Collisions (RTC’s) in the future, due to roads works on the major motorways. 

Agenda item 4 – Hertfordshire Police Authority 

John Godfrey informed the group that the two CCTV cameras in Potters Bar were now working. 

He mentioned the Police Authority’s recent survey, regarding residents views on increasing the policing precept of the council tax, which 78% of residents were prepared to pay more to sustain the current level of neighbourhood policing. He wanted to know what would happen if the council tax increased and then services, like officers on the beat were reduced. He also mentioned that there is a possibility that the Metropolitan Police are considering not having PCSO’s and wanted to know if Hertfordshire Constabulary would do the same.  

Brenda Griffiths told the group that there is no intention to remove PCSO’s, but the funding for this role is dependant on partners funding. 

If the council tax is set at a higher level there will be expectations from the residents to ensure that the level of policing is sustained and the Police Authority will need to ensure that this is delivered. 

The Chairman told the group that Hertsmere Borough Council sees the benefits of PCSO’s and currently contributes £128,000 towards them.

Agenda item 5 – Community Payback – in Hertsmere  

Roy Hotchkiss wanted to know what happened to the 29% of community service caseloads that were unsuccessful in 2008/2009.

Kerrie Eastman informed the group that the 29% of cases that were unsuccessful were due to offenders moving out of an area, being too ill to complete physical work and not willing to comply with their orders, in which case they would have returned to court. 

Robert Gamble wanted to know how the probation service combat residents fears of having the Community Payback scheme in their communities, as local residents in Bushey have disapproved of work being done in the past. 

Kerrie Eastman told the group that probation attends local community groups and tenants meetings to reassure and allow residents to ask any questions they may have regarding the scheme. The Community Payback in Hertsmere is proving to be very positive. 

Councillor Kutchinsky commented and said that he felt residents would feel more comfortable with the scheme running in their areas if they were assured that the offenders would be supervised at all times. 

Kerrie Eastman explained that this is why engaging with the community is so important.

7. Any other business 

Councillor Butler thanked Mark Cheshire for doing an assessment on the fire alarms and producing new CAD plans for Cowley Hill School.   

8. Dates of future meetings

· Monday 26 April 2010 at 6.30pm

· Monday 19 July 2010 at 6.30pm 

The Chairman thanked all those present for attending the meeting. 
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